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Supply Chain Management (SCM) is one of the least appreciated career paths. I did not see its real value until I received my Industrial Engineering degree and worked. We only see its value when we desperately need milk or toilet paper from a store and it is not available. Other departments generate, spend money, and ensure the reliability and accuracy of all information. Supply Chain on the other hand thinks of ways to save, save and save.

Having spent two years managing a distributor for a consumer goods manufacturing company in the Philippines, I realized that if not for good distribution channels, companies will not be able to supply the demands to its consumers. Products exist around us because of the extensive supply chain management networks in place that support the movement of products from different stages in the value chain. This is half the reason why I decided to have an MBA with an emphasis on Decision Sciences. The other half is my interest in travel, languages, face-to-face communication, and working with a diverse team. 


As the world gets more global and outsourcing being the trend in the manufacture of goods and services, I think that an international career in SCM sounds attainable. There will still be growth in the demand for SCM professionals because people continue to gain preference in international products. Companies will also need to focus on their bottom line and in the interest of bringing down costs, may consider outsourcing to Asia.

Being bilingual with English and Tagalog, I have the advantage of being able to bridge the gap between a part of Asia and the West.  Also, as I come from the 3rd largest English speaking country in the World (Philippines), I would find it very easy to communicate better than my Asian colleagues who did not have an American education. To increase my marketability as an international business professional, I am currently learning my third language. I acknowledge the fact that China is a key player in the manufacture of products in Asia and will continue to be such therefore I have already spent some self- study time to learn Mandarin. Mandarin is an important language because there are Chinese people everywhere. My proficiency in the language has changed from poor to basic today after ten months. I aim to have conversational Mandarin by the time I receive my MBA degree.


For the next couple of years, I intend to gain mastery of the supply chain practices by being actively involved in the operations of a US-based company. I am willing to be relocated anywhere in the US or in the globe for that matter.  I have this flexibility because I learned a lot more in my two years of work through relocation and 80-100% travel. Meeting new people, seeing and understanding different cultures excite me. I do believe that these cultural differences do have an impact in SCM decisions and as such it is important to understand and incorporate it in the plans. Having gained this mastery, I will be in a better position to handle US-Asia SCM operations. 


I need this scholarship because this will not only help me financially through my MBA, but it will also get my name out to the market. It will associate me with Women in Logistics, which I believe is one of the more popular professional supply chain management groups in the Bay Area. Hopefully through this scholarship application process, I can be one step closer to securing my way to an international business career in SCM that I do wish to attain. 

