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The unique and ever-changing dynamics of international relations has captivated my interest and attention since I was in grade school. The opportunity to specialize my undergraduate degree under an international trade and policy domain has been both enriching and rewarding. My studies at the California Maritime Academy as a Global Studies and Maritime Affairs major have provided me hands-on and analytical experience in the fields of international relations, maritime security, international law, and management and organizational behavior. I have traveled to both South America and the South Pacific through my university’s annual summer training cruises with the objective to explore shipping and port operations, cultural diversities and similarities, and to visually witness the interconnectedness that globalization has weaved into international relations. 
My appreciation for international relations has allowed me to focus my studies on the development of cohesive standards for port security and terrorism prevention. My interests involving security are directly linked to supply chain event management which involves risk analysis and the implementation of new standards that would lessen the risk and severity of future disruptions in the supply chain. Every supply chain is dependent upon clearly defined goals and thorough communication. My degree’s specialization in maritime trade and port security operations is an asset to the future successes and stability of international maritime trade operations. 
Currently, maritime trade accounts for approximately 90% of all international trade. With the elevation of international terrorist events, the need for a cohesive supply chain management team is essential. Unforeseen acts of terrorism upon ports and vessels transiting the open seas can severely handicap the flow of trade that every business and organization depends upon. I have come to realize that a career in international relations is unscripted, but this is why I find it both an enjoyable and challenging career. 
Throughout the course of my education I have enjoyed the challenges that understanding, analyzing, and predicting future terrorist plots and motivations involves. Upon the completion of my undergraduate degree in the spring of 2007 I hope to pursue a graduate degree with an emphasis in international relations and maritime security. In the future I hope to put into practice the knowledge that have attained through my years of schooling by becoming a port security director or a coauthor and advocate for future maritime security laws and practices. 
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